Japan Update ..

Prayer does not fit us for the greater work, prayer the greater work. —-Oswald Chambers

REPORTED FROM THE NATIONAL CHURCH
Praises:
1. Praise God for baptisms that took place in many
Japan Alliance Churches on December 23. Please
pray for these new converts.

Prayer Requests:

1. Please pray for the Board of Directors’ meeting of
the JAC to be held in Hiroshima January 31-
February 1.

2. Please pray for the Sunday “Seminary Day” of
JAST to be held at four churches in January.

REPORTED FROM THE MISSION CHURCHES

Dale & Heidi Lemke (Youth Work) **We want to praise
God for the addition of Selah Lee to our family. We
appreciate your prayers as we file adoption paperwork
with the Japanese courts and go through a series of
interviews. We are thankful that we have been
assigned the same case-worker that we had in Mia's
case. ***Please pray for those with whom we are
currently sharing the gospel and for boldness to share
the gospel with new contacts. March 13-19, we are
planning to cooperate with GGM in taking a group of
university students to the Philippines. ***Please pray
for God's guidance in gathering a group of 8-12
Christian and non-Christian students to be a part of
this volunteer effort.

Don & Hazel Schaeffer (Kawaguchi) ***Praise God for
the good outreach to kids in December. About 60 kids
came many with parents. Please pray that we will get
more kids from these events into our Sunday School.
***The youth in the church passed out 100 "boxed
lunches" in downtown Tokyo to the homeless. They
then came back and helped move and clean out our
old church meeting place. ***We thank God for how
He has blessed us with a new building. Please pray
for the opening dedication on January 14. Pastor Hirai
will be speaking. Pray that God will be glorified.

**Don will be teaching down in Hiroshima at the
seminary 4 times during January and February. Pray
for his teaching and interaction with the students. He
will be preaching at the lwakuni Alliance Church doing
a "Seminary Day" on February 10. Please pray for
new students to enter the seminary.

Ken & Kathy Young (Home Assignment) ***Please
pray for Spring Tour which will be in Florida.
***Please pray for the many contacts made, and that
God would lead many to become missionaries.
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Don & Carol Love (Harumi~Sayama) ***Praise the Lord
for the many gift boxes that will be sent from Japanese
Christians to needy children this year. The Harumi
group was able to send out more than 100 Gift Boxes.
Also, seminars and working together to make gift
boxes has opened the door to new contacts. Please
pray that we will know how to follow them up.
***Praise God for new contacts made through the
GGM program in Harumi and through open English
discussions. ***Praise God for the chance to share
the love of Jesus at Christmas events in Sayama and
Harumi. ***Please pray for the people who have
begun to work with us in Harumi to help needy people
but who themselves don’t know God'’s love. ***Please
pray for Mrs. Kojima. Though she is not a believer yet
herself, she has started two small groups near where
she lives based on her experiences in the Harumi
Bible study before she moved to another part of Tokyo.
Please pray that we can find a way to bring Bible study
into these groups, and that they will discover how
knowing Jesus can bring them life. ***Please pray
that we can find opportunities for reaching youth in our
ministries. Sayama church especially needs help in
youth ministries

Doug & Carol Woon (Harumi_Tokyo) ***We are so
thankful for the wonderful response we had to this
year's Christmas programs. On Dec. 12" we
celebrated the season with a combined Christmas
party for our English students. About 25 were able to
attend and enjoyed great fellowship and a taste of
what the Christmas season is all about through singing
Christmas carols and hearing a talk on the true
meaning of the celebration. About 50 people attended
our Harumi Community Christmas party on Dec. 16",
These young families enjoyed crafts, games, food and
a puppet show and message that emphasized that
there is much more to Christmas than receiving gifts.
Pray that our contacts would respond by committing
their lives to Christ as we begin a new year of sharing
with them.***Please continue to pray for safety for
our daughter, Heather who is working in Pakistan.

David & Deborah Kim (Shibuya) ***Praise God for His
blessings on the Christmas season events, including
the baptism of 3 believers. ***Please pray that they
will grow in their faith daily. ***Please pray for David
and Deborah as they are spending time in the States
with family. Pray that God would give blessing and
strength for each day. ***Please pray for an
evangelistic outreach January 14, and for the tentative
plans for a Concert in February for Shibuya Harvest
which is a weekly Sunday evening evangelistic
outreach.
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Joel & Pauline Black (Tokorozawa) ***Praise God for a
great meeting with Japanese house church leaders.
***We also praise God for a relaxing family time at
end of December; **Please pray for a smooth
transition and move back to Canada for Home
Assignment. ***Pray that God would continue to draw
these men closer to him: Mr. Tabata, Mr. Miura, Mr.
Usui, Mr. Matsui, Mr. Uchike, Mr. Esplin.

Aki & Chieko Minamitani (Yachiyo) ***Praise God that
Aki’'s brother—in-law, Masatugu, recently believed in
Christ. ***Please pray for his baptism and his spiritual
growth in the future. ***Thank you for your prayers. Aki
and family are fairly doing well although they lost their
beloved mom last October. ***Please pray for a
seeker, Maki, who has been attending our church
recently. She needs your prayers to improve her
mental conditions. ***Please continue to pray for
Megumi’s future including her recovery from
depression as well as her baptism since many things
are unknown at the moment. ***Please continue to
pray that God would protect and nurture a young
Christian, Kentaro, who is now studying in Texas.
***Please pray for Mrs. Mitsui, Mr. Miyamoto, Mrs.
Obiki and especially for Mrs. Fukushima, Mr. Toya,
and Mr. Takimoto who need a physical touch from the
Lord. ***Please continue to pray for the salvation of
Mr. Kikkawa, Sachiyo, Junko, Yoko, Mrs. Kanamori,
and Mr. and Mrs. Tanabe. ***Please continue to pray
for Chieko’s health and strength, God's blessings
upon the bond of marriage for Aki and Chieko as well
as God’s vision, strength and wisdom for Aki as he
enters in a new year of 2008 that he will be able to
continue shepherding the church.

Jill Landaw (Home Assignment) ***Praise God for safe
travel during the holidays and sweettimes
reconnecting with friends and family. ***Please pray
for me as | go on spring tour from the end of January
to the first of March, in the Mid-Atlantic District.

*** Please pray for those who listen and come to
missions conferences to be encouraged at all the
wonderful things God is doing through His people in
Japan. ***Please also pray that God would use me to
call people to pray, give and consider serving.

Darren & Minako Polischuk (Missionary Partners)
***Praise God, this year has gone smoothly at the
Christian Academy in Japan where Minako teaches.
***Praise God that Gift Boxes are beginning to come
in along with substantial corporate donations.
***Please pray for decisions & preparations for one
year Home Assignment starting summer 2008,
*** for wisdom on how to continue to run GGM
remotely in 2008, ***for financial support in 2008 to be
able to return periodically to support the ministry, and
***the many Japanese people who will go on Gift Box
distribution trips planned in the spring of 2008.

KiDoo & Haeng Hwa Kang (Tama) ***Praise God for
His blessing on Pastor Kan’'s ministry in Okinawa.
***Please pray that those who made commitments
would follow through and be baptized. . ***Please
pray that a tract distribution in the neighborhood would
bring in new people. ***Please pray for new contacts

to come to weekly worship services, and for Mr.
Morohoshi, Miss Nakazato, Miss Harima and the
Kobayashi’'s who need God’s healing.

Hideaki & Kyon Suk Aomatsu (Narita) ***Praise God
for 3 mothers of children from the Hallelujah Nursery
School who are attending church events on a regular
basis. ***Please pray that they would give their hearts
to the Lord soon. ***Praise God for the many seekers
who attended Christmas evangelistic services.
***Please pray for their salvation. ***Please pray for
the need for a teacher at the Nursery School who can
help in English lessons. ***Please pray for Rev.
Aomatsu as he travels to Korea for meetings Jan. 8-11.

David & Evangeline Kindervater (Sengendai)

***Praise God that the landlord of the building the
church rents has expressed interest in selling to us.
***Please pray that we would find favor in the landlord’s
eyes and get a miraculous deal! ***Praise God for a
good turnout for Christmas Eve Gospel Concert and
Candlelight Service. ***Please pray for the salvation
and discipleship of the gospel choir members and
others who heard the Good News of Jesus through the
service. ***Praise God for partnership with the
Lemkes in serving in our town. ***Please pray for
deepening friendship and team ministry as we work
together to reach as many people as possible.
***Praise God for 2 women who joined the church on
December 30. ***Please pray for reconciliation of a
man who suddenly left the fellowship after a personal
offense by another member. ***Praise God for
contacts made with young families through the oyako
circle (moms-n-tots), kindergarten and school. ***Pray
for physical and spiritual protection of our children.

Harry & Jane Landaw (Mission Office) ***Praise God
for His blessing on the Dec. 21 Young Mothers’ Time.
It was a turning point for Kyonmi who for the first time,
responded positively to the the truths of the Bible.
***Please pray that she and each of these young
seeking mothers would understand salvation
personally. ***Praise God that 2 other young mothers
entered a church for the first time in their lives Dec. 23.
**Praise God for the miracle of Mr. & Mrs. Shishikura
who run a gas station in the neighborhood we lived in
last year who also came to church for the first time.
Pray that they will have a hunger to know God.
***Please pray for wisdom in following up on a
Japanese man Harry met in Cleveland, OH who lives
in our neighborhood and is open to Christianity.
***Please pray for the New Year Gathering of the
missionary family Jan. 4, and for the Jan. 21-22
missionary team discussion and brainstorming on the
Strategic Field Review Report as we continually seek
God’s will in evangelism in Japan. **Thank you for
praying as Jane returns to Nebraska for the funeral of
her mother Jan. 3. Please pray for our family in these
days. ***Please pray for Harry’s ministry at Osaka
Church Jan. 6 and the baptism of a young man and an
82-year old man. He will also do a “Seminary Day’.
**Please pray for our Jan. 25 Mothers’ Time meeting
and for Mizuka, a young Christian mom who hosts this
meeting at her home.

Thank you for your faithful prayers for Japan.




